INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION
which, nevertheless, cannot be far removed from the
beginning, of the civilization. The beginnings must
concede a few centuries more for its growth and evolu-
tion, in case its authors did not come from outside and
were autochthons who developed their living from
the Neolithic and Palaeolithic origin.
Firstly, five hundred years alone could not be
enough to cover the marches of such a great civiliza-
tion howsoever homogenous and unvarying its incidents
might have been. So there is no need to suppose
that it ended only five hundred years after its beginning,
wherever it may be placed. Secondly, the seal-finds
in Babylonia indicate the two ranges of say, 2700
B. c. and 1900 B. c. This would easily and without
effort stretch the narrow five centuries to at least eight
centuries which would mean that on other sites, if not
on the banks of the Indus, the civilization kept on
vegetating till later, possibly much later than 1900
B. c., may be till the 15th century B. G. if, or even
if not, it was destroyed by the Aryans, if it was at all
destroyed by them, as certain incidents of its violent
termination suggest. Roughly the civilization may
be supposed to have originated sometime in the fourth
millennium B. c. and to have been destroyed in the
second millennium B. c.
It is difficult to say as to how this riparian civili-
zation met its end. Change of the course of the river,
great flood, earthquake, invasion, any of these could
be the cause of its end. In one of the rooms of a build-
ing at Mohenjo-daro mutilated bodies have been
found and on the strength of this it has been conjectured
that they fell a prey to violent attack. They perhaps
first fought and resisted, then took shelter and finally
were annihilated in the cellar where they had taken
shelter. The invaders may have been the conquering
Aryans who in the beginning of the 2nd millennium
B. c. made themselves the scare of the settled civilizations
in the Near and the Middle East. If Mohenjo-dan>